Appearing Leader’s Notes – Discussion 5
The Battle of Armageddon

Daniel 2 and King Nebuchadnezzar were the topics of our
last study. We clearly saw how God revealed to the king the
future of humanity and the rise and fall of kingdoms. We
then read about how Jesus will establish His own kingdom
in the end, which will never be destroyed.

We also learned that Jesus is our High Priest. While the
people of the Old Testament looked forward to a day when
Jesus would die on the cross for their sins, we look
backward to the cross and upward to the heavenly
sanctuary where Christ is ministering on our behalf.
In today’s lesson, we’ll tackle the subject of the battle of
Armageddon. Let’s get started.

1.

QUESTION #1
One of the most important keys to understanding the book
of Revelation is to understand that approximately twothirds of the imagery John uses is -cont..

lifted from the Old Testament. This is especially true of one
Old Testament prophet in particular who described the
night Babylon fell. Which prophet told that story?
ANSWER #1
If you guessed Daniel, then you are correct.
The books of Daniel and Revelation are joined at the hip.
Both books cover the history of the human race from the
time of Daniel in Babylon to the end of time. These books
are complementary and build upon each other. With that
understanding, we can move on to the second question in
our study guide.
2

QUESTION #2
The word Armageddon is derived from the Hebrew words
Har Megiddon, which means what?
ANSWER #2
The Mountain of Megiddo, that’s right.
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QUESTION #3
What is the most prominent mountain bordering the Valley
of Megiddo, and what happened there?
We go to 1 Kings 18:19-21 for the answer:

“‘Now therefore, send and gather all Israel to me on Mount
Carmel, the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, and
the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at
Jezebel’s table.’ -cont.

So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and gathered the
prophets together on Mount Carmel. And Elijah came to all
the people, and said, ‘How long will you falter between two
opinions? -cont.

If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.’ But
the people answered him not a word.”
ANSWER #3
It is Mount Carmel—the site of Elijah’s spiritual
challenge to those involved in false religion.
On this prominent mountain, through Elijah’s faithfulness,
God demonstrated that there is only one true God, the
God of Scripture, the Creator and Author of all things that
exist.
The battle of Armageddon is played out in chapter 16 of
the book of Revelation, and it is a repeat of the spiritual
battle on Mount Carmel. The battle is an event that occurs
during the last plagues. Specifically, it takes place after the
sixth bowl. At the seventh bowl, we are told that Babylon
falls. Let’s look at what these verses say. First, we’ll turn to
Revelation 16:12-19:

“Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great
river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the
way of the kings from the east might be prepared. And I
saw three unclean spirits like frogs -cont.

coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of
the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. -cont.

For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go
out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to
gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.
-cont.

‘Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who
watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and
they see his shame.’ -cont.

And they gathered them together to the place called in
Hebrew, Armageddon. Then the seventh angel poured out
his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the
temple of heaven, from the throne, saying,-cont.
‘It is done!’ And there were noises and thunderings and
lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such a
mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since
men were on the earth. -cont.
Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the
cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was
remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of
the fierceness of His wrath.”
In our next question, we’ll learn what happens during the
same plague, prior to the battle of Armageddon.

4

QUESTION #4
Revelation 16:12 refers to the drying up of the Euphrates
River. Historically, this literally happened in conjunction with
which event? (Isaiah 44:27-45:1; Daniel 5)
Let’s read Isaiah 44:27-45:1:

“Who says to the deep, ‘Be dry! And I will dry up your
rivers’; who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd, and he
shall perform all My pleasure, saying to Jerusalem, “You
shall be built,” and to the temple, “Your foundation shall be
laid.”’ -cont..
Thus says the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right
hand I have held—to subdue nations before him and loose
the armor of kings, to open before him the double doors,
so that the gates will not be shut.”
ANSWER #4
The fall of Babylon, when Cyrus the Great “dried up”
the Euphrates so that his army could march under the
wall and take the city.
The story is recorded in Daniel 5. While Cyrus’ army
encamped around Babylon, Belshazzar, the king of
Babylon, threw a massive festival for all of his lords—
probably to calm their fears of impending doom.
During this drunken feast, he ordered that the holy vessels
be brought to him. These were the holy vessels that were
taken from the temple in Jerusalem when Nebuchadnezzar
sacked the city and the temple in Daniel chapter 1.

Those in attendance drank wine out of the vessels—
bringing upon their heads the judgments of God. The Lord
communicated to King Belshazzar through Daniel, who
read the mysterious writing on the wall and told the king
that his kingdom had been given to the Medes and the
Persians. That very day, Babylon fell. Although Babylon
was extremely fortified, after the diverting of the river,
Cyrus managed to march in and take the city without a
fight.
In Daniel’s time, the Euphrates River drying up and
Babylon falling were literal events with a cause and eﬀect
relationship. Babylon fell in the war against the Medes and
Persians as a result of the drying up of the Euphrates,
which gave Cyrus, the anointed of the Lord, access to the
city and the final victory. This historical knowledge helps us
unlock the meaning of the referenced elements of
Revelation 16—namely the Euphrates River, Armageddon,
Babylon and God. Similar to Daniel chapter 5, Revelation
16 depicts a war. Just like the drying of the river was the
catalyst for Cyrus' victory, the drying of the Euphrates
River in Revelation foreshadows a forthcoming defeat of
the villain, Babylon, and the final victory of God.
It’s important to note, as we look to the final battle of
Armageddon, that Babylon is no longer in existence. In
fact, Scripture reveals that Babylon was destroyed—never
to be rebuilt again. This places us on notice that we are not
dealing with physical structures, but that the language
used in Revelation’s sixth and seventh plagues is symbolic.
Let’s move to Question #5.
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QUESTION #5
The literal city of Babylon is used throughout the book of
Revelation as a symbol for religious confusion and
rebellion against God. In Revelation 16:19, God promises
-cont.
that He will put an end to modern-day spiritual Babylon,
ending the struggle with the appearing of Christ.
(Revelation 19:11)

God gives His reason for the overthrow of ancient literal
Babylon in Jeremiah 29:10, which foreshadows His reason
for overthrowing last-day spiritual Babylon. What reason is
given?
Let’s read Jeremiah 29:10:
“For thus says the Lord: After seventy years are completed
at Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word
toward you, and cause you to return to this place.”
ANSWER #5
God had a great desire to bring His people back to the
Promised Land—just as He still has a great desire to
bring us into the kingdom of Christ.
Many times, we look at end-time events from a negative
perspective. But truth be told, the book of Revelation is
God’s love letter to His people. The overthrow of Babylon,
through the symbols of the drying up of the Euphrates and
of the battle of Armageddon, indicate that God’s promise of
His return is imminent. Finally, wickedness is to be put
down and God returns for the righteous and the just.

It’s interesting to note as well that within the same sixth
plague, after the drying up of the Euphrates and before the
great battle, we are introduced to three unclean spirits
performing miracles and signs in order to gather all nations
to war. Jesus, in Matthew 24:24, warned that these things
would take place:
“For false christs and false prophets will rise and show
signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.”
The events of the last days will have, intertwined with
them, supernatural phenomena designed to lead many
astray—placing them on the wrong side of the battle. Let’s
look at Question #6.
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QUESTION #6
Are miraculous events a sure sign that God is at work?
(Revelation 16:14; Revelation 13:11-14)
We read in Revelation 16:14:

“For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go
out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to
gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.”
And Revelation 13:11-14 tells us:

“Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and
he had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon. And
he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his
presence, and causes -cont.

the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first
beast, whose deadly wound was healed. He performs great
signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven
on the earth in the sight of men. -cont.

And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those
signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast,
telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to
the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived.”
ANSWER #6
No; even demons will be performing signs in the last
days.
The only way to be safe is to be connected with the Lord
and understand the things that will happen in the last days.
Before we move on to the final three questions, I just
wanted to let you know that following The Appearing, we
plan to host (promote your follow-up here) so that we can
better get to know what the Bible says about these things.

There is a real battle that has played out on this earth since
the fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. That battle
has eternal consequences for each of us. In the Bible, God
has given us the information and tools we need to come
out victorious in the end.
As mentioned in program #1, we are living in the end
times. The last movements of human history are quickly
happening before our very eyes and we must be ready for
the deceptions that Satan will throw at us. I’d like to invite
each of you to continue studying with us after The
Appearing. If you’ve enjoyed this seminar, I promise you
will not be disappointed. There’s much more to learn that
will blow your socks oﬀ.
Let’s now turn to Question #7.
QUESTION #7
At the conclusion of the battle, Jesus is pictured with a
sword coming out of His mouth. What does a sword
represent? (Hebrews 4:12; Ephesians 6:17)
Hebrews 4:12 tells us:

“For the Word of God is living and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of
soul and spirit, -cont.

and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.”
And Ephesians 6:17 says:

“And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the Word of God.”
ANSWER #7
The Word of God

QUESTION #8
What does this tell us about what is important when Christ
returns?
ANSWER #8
What really matters is what the Bible says, not what
people say.
When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness in Matthew 4,
He answered Satan multiple times with, “It is written!” The
psalmist in Psalm 119:11, says, “Your Word I have hidden
in my heart, that I might not sin against You.” And in verse
105 of the same chapter, he wrote, “Your Word is a lamp to
my feet and a light to my path.”
The Bible is our only hope to ward oﬀ the temptations and
deceptions of Satan in the last day.

The battle of Armageddon is ultimately a struggle for the
hearts and minds of human beings. It is a warning that
time will run out. Today, we are faced with the same
decision that Elijah -cont.

leveled at ancient Israel—if the Lord is God, follow Him; if
He is not, follow another. In the end, the whole human race
is figuratively gathered on the “Mountain of Megiddo” to
make a decision. -cont.

What decision will you make?
ANSWER #9
These are private answers, of course, but you will want
to encourage people to stand on biblical truth and
follow God in these last days.
IMPORTANT—Attendees have an opportunity to own a
copy of The Appearing. Please pass out the limited edition
DVD flyers that will allow them to pre-order a copy for
themselves.

Now it’s time to close the meeting. Thank everyone for
coming, hand out your contact information, and preregister folks for your follow-up event.
************From all of us at the Voice of Prophecy, thank you
for hosting The Appearing and for reaching out to your
community. We look forward to partnering with you again!
***********
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