Appearing Leader’s Notes – Discussion 4
Prophecy Interrupted

In our last lesson, we studied the manner of Jesus’ coming.
Does anyone remember what Jesus’ Appearing will look
like?
Pause for answers or you can just answer the question
yourself.
We learned that Jesus’ coming will be a physical event just
as He ascended in Acts 1. He ascended in human form
then, and He will also return in real flesh-and-bone form.
The Bible told us that His return will be visible by all people.
This will also be an audible event—so loud that even the
dead will hear His voice. Not only will it be loud, but it will
also be glorious, because He will return with the glory of the
Father and He will be accompanied by every angel in the
universe.

In this lesson, we’ll search through history to discover why
there is so much confusion about Bible prophecy in the
21st century.
Our study begins with an ancient king whose story we find
in the book of Daniel. King Nebuchadnezzar, the king of
Babylon, had a dream. When he awoke, Scripture records
that the dream was gone from him (Daniel 2:5). In other
words, he could no longer remember the dream.
After an unsuccessful attempt at getting his magicians,
astrologers, soothsayers and wise men to tell him the
dream and its interpretation, he subsequently condemned
them to death because of their inability to comply with his
command. Daniel then stepped into the picture and was
able to not only tell the king the dream but also give its
interpretation—a feat that was literally a life-saver for the
counselors who had not yet been slain.
The dream given to Nebuchadnezzar was the history of
world beginning at the time of Babylon and ending with the
Second Coming of Christ. Let’s review this study together.
1. QUESTION #1
In the second chapter of Daniel, what did God use to
represent world history from Daniel’s day to our day? What
did the head of gold represent?
Let’s read Daniel 2:31-38:

“You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image!
This great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood
before you; and its form was awesome. -cont.

This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest and arms of
silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet
partly of iron and partly of clay. -cont.

You watched while a stone was cut out without hands,
which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and
broke them in pieces. -cont.

Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold
were crushed together, and became like chaﬀ from the
summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so
that no trace of them was found.-cont.

And the stone that struck the image became a great
mountain and filled the whole earth. -cont.

This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it
before the king. You, O king, are a king of kings. For the
God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, strength,
and glory;
ANSWER #1
A giant statue made of diﬀerent materials. The head of
gold represented Nebuchadnezzar and the NeoBabylonian Empire.
God used a giant statue made of diﬀerent materials/
metals. Each metal represented a successive kingdom
spanning the future history of humanity. The statue’s head
was made of gold and represented King Nebuchadnezzar
and the Neo-Babylonian Empire. Daniel told the king that
as glorious as his kingdom was, it would not last forever.
One day, Babylon would fall to another kingdom.
2 QUESTION #2
What did the lower sections of the statue represent?
Let’s read Daniel 2:32, 39-45 together:

“This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest and arms of
silver, its belly and thighs of bronze. . . . but after you shall
arise another kingdom inferior to yours; -cont.

then another, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule
over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be as
strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and
shatters everything; -cont.

and like iron that crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces
and crush all the others. -cont.

And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of
clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly
fragile. As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will
mingle -cont.

with the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one
another, just as iron does not mix with clay. -cont.

And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set
up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the
kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, -cont.

and it shall stand forever. Inasmuch as you saw that the
stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it
broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and
the gold -cont.

—the great God has made known to the king what will
come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its
interpretation is sure.”
Displayed to Nebuchadnezzar through the body of the
image and diﬀering metals were the kingdoms that would
rise and fall until Jesus would set up His kingdom at the
end of time. These kingdoms would succeed each other as
world powers until the end of the legs of iron. The legs of
iron would eventually be split into a kingdom partly of iron
and partly of clay. These would continue until the end.
ANSWER #2
Subsequent kingdoms. Historically, we know these to
be the Medes and the Persians (silver), the
Macedonians or Greeks (bronze), Rome (iron), and the
divided Western Roman Empire (feet and toes).
The next thing to take place was a rock cut out without
human hand. This rock is symbolizes the return of Jesus.
Question #3 asks:
3 QUESTION #3
According to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, when is the return
of Christ and the establishment of His kingdom going to
take place?
Daniel 2:44 and Matthew 25:31 offer the answer:

“And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set
up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the
kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in
pieces and -cont.

and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand
forever.”
Matthew 25:31 says:
“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy
angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.”
ANSWER #3
The Second Coming, when Christ will sit on His throne,
will take place during the “days of these kings”—in
other words, after the breaking up of the Roman
Empire. This proves that Bible prophecy was not blind
to events taking place after the cross.
When human history has progressed through each metal
and we find ourselves living in the toes of the statue, the
next kingdom to establish itself is Christ’s kingdom. His
kingdom will destroy all of the previous kingdoms, and
unlike the other early kingdoms that rose and fell, Jesus’
kingdom will last forever. It is at this point that God will
save, forevermore, the righteous who have chosen to love
the Lamb of God.
Which brings us to a question of salvation.
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QUESTION #4 in your study guide makes the following
statement, followed by a question:
a) TRUE OR FALSE: God has used several diﬀerent
methods to save sinners over the centuries. (Acts 4:12;
Hebrews 10:4; Romans 4:2, 3)

b) Why or why not?
What do you think? Is this true or false? Does God have
multiple ways of saving people? Are there many diﬀerent
roads to heaven?
Let’s see what the Bible says.

“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we must
be saved.”
According to this verse, there’s only one Person who can
save us: Jesus Christ.
“OK,” you might say, “so there’s one Person. But maybe
there’s a way to be saved that does not involve Him. I
mean, what about the Old Testament sacrifices? They
were all about killing animals for the forgiveness of sins,
right?”
Well, here’s what Hebrews 10:4 has to say about that:

“For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats
could take away sins.” (Hebrews 10:4)
Scripture reveals that not only are we to be saved by the
name of Jesus, but the sacrificial system of the Old
Testament is powerless to take away our sins.
Romans 4:2, 3 adds the following:

“For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something
to boast about, but not before God. For what does the
Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was
accounted to him for righteousness.’” (Romans 4:2, 3)
Notice that Abraham was not saved by sacrifices, but
instead was saved by his faith, not by his works. You see,
there’s nothing we can do to earn salvation; it is provided
free of charge to those who believe.
ANSWER #4
So Question #4 is False. There’s only one way of
salvation.
Salvation has always been through faith in Christ, whether
looking forward to the cross by faith, or looking back to it
by faith! Notice that even in Old Testament times, Abraham
was saved by his faith, not by his works.
5 QUESTION #5
What was the point of the sacrificial system if the blood of
animals (Hebrews 10:4) could not save sinners? (John
1:29; 1 Peter 1:18-20; Revelation 5:6-9; Hebrews 8:1, 2)
Another good question. Let’s look at a few verses together
and see if we can answer this conundrum.

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and
said, ‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world!’” (John 1:29)
It is clear in Scripture that the sins of the world are taken
away by Jesus Christ. But notice that He is called “the
Lamb of God.” The fact is that the Old Testament sacrificial
system pointed to Jesus. It could not replace Christ, but it
eﬀectively symbolized the selfless and priceless act that
He would make on behalf of sinners.
1 Peter 1:18-20 says:
“Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible
things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct
received by tradition from your fathers, but with the
precious blood of Christ, -cont.
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. He indeed
was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but
was manifest in these last times for you.” (1 Peter 1:18-20)
Christ was the perfect Lamb. The plan to save us was
established before our world was made. God, in His infinite
wisdom and foreknowledge, saw the fall of mankind and
predestined a plan through which we could be saved. This
plan was unlike any other. It involved the Creator of the
universe giving His life for ours.
Revelation 5:6-9 reads:
“And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and
of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders,
stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven
horns and seven eyes, -cont.

which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the
earth. Then He came and took the scroll out of the right
hand of Him who sat on the throne. -cont.
Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures
and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb,
each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, cont.
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which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new
song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll, and to
open its seals; for You were slain, -cont.

and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every
tribe and tongue and people and nation.’”
The spilled blood of the precious Son of God redeems us.
The broken relationship in the Garden of Eden can be
restored only through faith in Jesus Christ. After His death,
resurrection and ascension, Jesus began a special ministry
on behalf of those who love Him. It’s described in
Hebrews.
Hebrews 8:1, 2 says:
“Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: we
have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister -cont.

of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord
erected, and not man.”
Scripture reveals Christ as our High Priest who ministers in
the heavenly sanctuary. This is a fitting location for Jesus,
because everything in the Old Testament sanctuary—from
the priests to the sacrificial animals—pointed forward to
Him. As such, Old Testament believers could look forward
to salvation by faith. On the other hand, we who are alive
now look to Him in the heavenly sanctuary and cling to the
promise that if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).
This makes it sound as if things were diﬀerent between the
Old Testament and New Testament dispensations. While
we no longer oﬀer animals in a ritualistic, symbolic service
like believers did in the Old Testament—the purpose and
central focus have never changed. Both today and back in
the Old Testament, all looked to the Lamb of God for
salvation. -cont.
ANSWER #5
Everything in the Old Testament sanctuary, from the
priests to the sacrificial animals, pointed forward to
Jesus so that Old Testament believers could look
forward to salvation by faith.
“But wasn’t the Old Testament system and its prophecies
very keen in pointing out sins and demanding restitution?”
you might ask. “It just seems that things were so much
more rigid in the Old Testament versus the grace that
permeates the pages of the New Testament.”
I can understand where you’re coming from. Let’s look at
Question #6.

QUESTION #6
Old Testament prophecy was very open about pointing out
the sins of God’s Old Testament people. Is the same true
of the New Testament? (2 Thessalonians 2:3, 7;
Revelation 3:14-18)
Let’s look at these verses for the answer. Second
Thessalonians 2:3, 7 tells us:

“Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will
not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man
of sin is revealed, the son of perdition. . . . For the mystery
of lawlessness -cont.

is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so
until He is taken out of the way.”
And Revelation 3:14-18 says:

“And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write,
‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True
Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: I know your
works, that you are neither cold nor hot.-cont.

I could wish you were cold or hot. So then, because you
are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out
of My mouth. -cont.

Because you say, “I am rich, have become wealthy, and
have need of nothing”—and do not know that you are
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked -cont.
—I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that
you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be
clothed, that the shame of your -cont.
nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with
eye salve, that you may see.’”
Paul predicted a great “falling away” or apostasy that
would take place within Christianity; the letters to the
seven churches make it obvious that Christ cares deeply
about keeping His church true to Him. In fact, as you read
the New Testament, you will find that the admonition to
turn from wickedness and be in right standing with God is
just as strong in the New Testament as it is in the Old
Testament.
Nothing really changed between the two. It is true, as
Hebrews clearly indicates, that a new covenant was
needed in the New Testament. But this covenant wasn’t
required because the Old Testament had a diﬀerent set of
rules for salvation. No, it was needed because the Old
Testament was full of symbols looking to the day when the
Messiah would come, and in the New Testament, the
symbols had met their fulfillment in Jesus Christ. -cont.

The reason both the Old Testament and New Testament
point out the sins of God’s people is because God so
loved the world that He gave His Son for us. God wants to
live with us and is desperate to make all eﬀorts to save us.
ANSWER #6
Yes! Paul predicted a great “falling away” or apostasy
that would take place within Christianity; the letters to
the seven churches make it obvious that Christ cares
deeply about keeping His church true to Him.
QUESTION #7
What prophetic symbol is used throughout Scripture to
describe God’s people?
What does this tell us about God’s feelings toward us?
(Jeremiah 6:2; Matthew
25:1, 6; 2 Corinthians 11:2; Revelation 21:1, 2)
Let’s look at these verses:
“I have likened the daughter of Zion to a lovely and
delicate woman.”
Matthew 25:1, 6 says
“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins
who took their lamps and went out to meet the
bridegroom. . . . And at midnight a cry was heard: -cont.
Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’”
2 Corinthians 11:2 says

“For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have
betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a
chaste virgin to Christ.”
Revelation 21:1, 2 says:
“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there
was no more sea. -cont.
Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband.”
ANSWER #7
God’s people are portrayed as a bride, which tells us
something of the intimacy that
God desires with us. He loves us so much and desires
to identify with us so much that
the second Person of the Godhead actually became
one of us—the Son of Man!
In Daniel 2, God gave King Nebuchadnezzar a symbolic
dream so that we might know what would take place in the
future. It’s God’s love and compassion that drives Him to
help us prepare for His soon return.

QUESTION #8
Knowing the love that Jesus has for His bride, is it your
desire to be one of the
people who is ready for His return?
ANSWER #8
Personal answer.

Let’s pray together.

Scripture says that God does nothing unless He first
reveals it to the prophets. The prophets wrote these
revelations in the Bible so that we might know the things
that would take place and be prepared. But in order to
understand what they wrote, we need to decipher symbols
and types in Scripture that will help us unlock the
mysteries of Bible prophecy:
1) Symbols such as the metals in Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream, referring to nations and kingdoms.
2) The symbols and types in the Old Testament sanctuary,
pointing to Jesus and the cross.
3) The bride of Christ, referring to God’s people.
A misunderstanding of these and other symbols have led
to much confusion in Bible interpretation. In fact, in our
next study, we will see how important it is to understand
when something is literal or symbolic.
Our next lesson is “The Battle of Armageddon.” God bless
and see you soon.
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