Appearing Leader’s Notes – Discussion 3
The Appearing

In the previous lesson, we looked at the abomination of
desolation, or “the abomination that leaves desolate.” We
saw how Israel and the Jews’ rebellion resulted in God’s
judgments and their temple being left desolate. We studied
how Jesus’ coming was prophesied in Daniel 9 and how
the desolation of the temple in Jesus’ time led to the New
Testament church and the priesthood of all believers.

Now we turn our eyes toward the Second Coming of Christ.
With more than 2,500 references or allusions to it
throughout the Bible, the Second Coming is clearly one of
the most important subjects in Scripture. Yet in spite of the
abundance of material describing it, many Christians find
themselves disagreeing about the manner of Christ’s
return. Fortunately, if we take the time to read through all of
the data, a clear picture emerges with a number of things
we can know for sure when it comes to Jesus’ Appearing.
Let’s begin with study guide Question #1.
1 QUESTION #1 reads:
In John 14:29, Jesus reveals an interesting principle of
Bible prophecy. Even though many prophecies clearly and
accurately predict the future, prophecy -cont.

is not primarily about prediction. What is the primary
purpose of Bible prophecy?
Here’s what the verse says: John 14:29
“And now I have told you before it comes, that when it
does come to pass, you may believe.”
ANSWER #1
To build faith in the reliability of God’s Word as we see
prophecy fulfilled.
As we see prophecy fulfilled, our faith increases
exponentially—not only about the prophecy itself but
regarding everything else found in the Holy Scriptures. The
same Holy Scriptures have a lot to say about the
Appearing. In fact, there are several well-established facts
about the nature of Christ’s Appearing that we can know
for sure. Let’s review those facts.

2
Let’s look at QUESTION #2:
“This ________ Jesus, who was taken up from you into
heaven, will so come in like __________ as you saw Him go
into heaven.” -cont.

This tells us that Jesus will return _________ .
Let’s fill in the blanks. Acts 1:11 reads:

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven?
This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven,
will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into
heaven.”

This tells us that Jesus will return literally. The Second
Coming is an actual, physical, literal event. Just like we
arrive home every day after work and literally walk through
our front doors, Jesus will return.
ANSWER #2
a. Same
b. Manner
c. Literally
Furthermore, Jesus will come bodily. Look at Question #3:

3 QUESTION #3
Jesus had a body made of ____________________. This
same Jesus will return, which tells us that He will appear
______________.

Let’s read Luke 24:38-40 together:
“And He said to them, ‘Why are you troubled? And why do
doubts arise in your hearts? Behold My hands and My feet,
that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit -cont.

does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.’ When
He had said this, He showed them His hands and His
feet.”
The Bible indicates that Christ took on human flesh and
bones. In Acts 1:11, we read that He ascended in real life
and that He would return in the same manner.
This means that He will return in His physical body—
physically.
ANSWER #3
a. Flesh and bones
b. Physically
What else can we learn from Scripture?
4 QUESTION #4 says:
When Christ returns, ___________ will see Him. This means
that His coming will be __________.
Let’s read Revelation 1:7
“Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see
Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the
earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.”
When Christ returns, every eye will see Him. How many
eyes are those? Well, given that we are speaking about
literal things, we need to take this literally as well.
When Scripture says that every eye will see Him, it means
that everyone who is alive on the earth when Jesus returns
will be able to physically see Him. This will be a visible
event. In fact, Matthew 24:23, 24 warns us that: -cont.

“If anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’
do not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will
rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, even the elect.”
No one will need to tell you that Jesus has come. You will
be able to see Him with your own eyes. This event will not
be a silent, secret coming.
ANSWER #4
a) Every eye/Everyone
b) Visible
Now let’s look at the two parts of Question #5:
5A QUESTION #5A
When Christ returns, there will be a _____, with the voice of
an _________, along with the sound of a _______. -cont.

It will be so loud that it will wake the ____.
(1 Thessalonians 4:16; Matthew 24:31)

1 Thessalonians 4:16 says:
“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet
of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
And we read in Matthew 24:31:

“And He will send His angels with a great sound of a
trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”
ANSWER #5A
a) Shout
b) Archangel
c) Trumpet
d) Dead

5B
QUESTION #5B
Furthermore, in John 5:28, 29, we learn that _____ who are
in their graves will hear Jesus’ _________. This tells us that
Jesus will appear __________.
John 5:28, 29 tells us:

“Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all
who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth—
those who have done good, to the resurrection of life,
-cont.

and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
condemnation.”
Notice that John says all who are in the graves will hear
His voice. This is an event where not only those who are
alive will see and hear, but even those who have died will
be stirred up. How loud must something be to wake the
dead? Christ’s Second Coming is obviously not a quiet
secret. Jesus will appear audibly. Every eye shall see Him
and every ear shall hear His voice. That’s a pretty powerful
experience.
ANSWER #5B
a) All
b) Voice
c) Audibly
But we’re not finished. It gets even better. You see, the
Bible tells us that Jesus will not be alone when He comes.
Look at the three parts of Question #6:

6A QUESTION #6A reads:
When Jesus returns, how many of the angels will
accompany Him? (Matthew 25:31)
We read in Matthew 25:31:

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy
angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His
glory.”
ANSWER #6A
All of them.
Every single one of the holy angels! Can you imagine that?
Every angel in existence will accompany Jesus when He
returns. In Scripture, we read stories of one or two angels
taking out entire armies among other incredible feats. Can
you imagine the heavens covered with every angel in the
universe?
6B QUESTION #6B
How many angels are there in the universe?
Revelation 5:11 says:

“Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels
around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and
the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand,
and thousands of thousands.”
I’m not even sure how to calculate that number. Let’s just
say that there’s a whole lot of them and they are “all”
coming with Jesus when He returns to take the righteous
home.
ANSWER #6B
Millions; perhaps billions!

6C
QUESTION #6C
Also, when Jesus comes, He will come with the _____ of
His ______. (Matthew 16:27) This demonstrates that
Christ’s return will be ________.
We read in Matthew 16:27:
“For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father
with His angels, and then He will reward each according to
his works.”
It will be a glorious event!
ANSWER #6C
a) Glory
b) Father
c) Glorious
What a marvelous picture the Scriptures paint! Christ’s
Appearing will be physical, visible, audible, glorious and
well attended. You can’t miss this event.
7A

QUESTION #7A asks:
When Jesus appears, what will He bring with Him?
We find the answers in Revelation and John. Revelation
22:12 says:
“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with
Me, to give to every one according to his work.”
And John 5:28, 29 tells us:

“Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all
who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth—
those who have done good, to the resurrection of life,
-cont.
and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
condemnation.”
The Bible indicates that Christ will bring His reward with
him. Those who have been faithful to God will receive
eternal life. Those who have loved evil will be condemned.
ANSWER #7A
Our (His) rewards.
7B

QUESTION #7B
This means that when Christ returns, there will be no
further opportunities to make things right with God—which
tells us that Christ’s return is ______.
ANSWER #7B
Final.

8A

QUESTION #8A
There will only be two groups of people when Christ
returns, and each group will react diﬀerently to the sight of
Jesus’ return. -cont.

One reaction is found in Revelation 6:15-17; a description
of the other is found in Isaiah 25:9. -cont.

What is the diﬀerence between these two groups of
people?
First, let’s read Revelation 6:15-17:

“And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men,
the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every
free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks
-cont.

of the mountains, and said to the mountains and rocks,
‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on
the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! -cont.

For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able
to stand?’”
A description of the other is found in Isaiah 25:9:

And it will be said in that day: ‘Behold, this is our God; we
have waited for Him, and He will save us. This is the Lord;
we have waited for Him; we will be glad and rejoice in His
salvation.’”
ANSWER #8A
One group is afraid of the sight of Christ, while the other
group recognizes Him as their Savior and Friend.

8B

QUESTION #8B
Which reaction are you planning to experience?
ANSWER #8B
I want to be a part of the latter group, don’t you? It’s easy
to do. God simply asks that we trust in Him and turn away
from the desires of the world.
And His reward? Well the scenes of the Second Coming
are just the beginning. Jesus has prepared a place for us
so that we might live with Him for eternity. I can’t wait—I
want to be with Him and He wants to be with me . . . and
you!
Let’s pray.
During our next session, titled “Prophecy Interrupted,”
we’ll search through history to discover why there is so
much confusion about Bible prophecy in the 21st century.
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