Appearing Leader’s Notes – Discussion 2
The Abomination of Desolation
In our last lesson, we read passages in Scripture that
revealed details about world events that would occur near
the end of time. Matthew 24 said that wars, famines,
illnesses, hatred and deception would increase in intensity
and frequency. And when we see this exponential increase,
we can be sure that Christ’s Second Coming is at hand.
Today, we continue our study by backtracking a bit. Instead
of looking at the second advent, we turn the pages back to
the first advent—looking for clues that will better help us
decipher the mysteries of the future Appearing of Jesus
Christ. Let’s begin by looking at Question #1 in our study
guide.
1 QUESTION #1
The phrase “abomination of desolation” often comes up in
discussions about Bible prophecy, but the historical
context is rarely mentioned. -cont.
According to the Bible, why was the first temple (the one
Solomon built) made desolate?
Let’s read 2 Chronicles 36:8, 9, 11, 12, 17, 18 for the
answer:
“Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, the abominations
which he did, and what was found against him, indeed
they are written in the book of the kings of Israel and
Judah. -cont.
Then Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place. Jehoiachin
was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned
in Jerusalem three months and ten days. -cont.

And he did evil in the sight of the Lord. . . . Zedekiah was
twenty-one years old when he became king, and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. -cont.

He did evil in the sight of the Lord his God, and did not
humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke
from the mouth of the Lord. . . . -cont.

Therefore He brought against them the king of the
Chaldeans, who killed their young men with the sword in
the house of their sanctuary, -cont.
and had no compassion on young man or virgin, on the
aged or the weak; He gave them all into his hand. And all
the articles from the house of God, -cont.

great and small, the treasures of the house of the Lord, and
the treasures of the king and of his leaders, all these he
took to Babylon.”
ANSWER #1
It was due to the abominations, or wicked acts, of the kings
of Judah.
God pleaded earnestly with his people of old—extending
opportunity after opportunity to obey and keep His
commandments. Their stubbornness and rebellion left the
Lord with little choice but to allow their beautiful temple to
be destroyed and desolated, and their children to be taken
captive to Babylon. In the same vein, the second temple
was left desolate because of the sins and rebellion of God’s
people.
Let’s continue our study with Question #2. This question is
in three parts, so we’ll look at each component separately,
then answer the question at the end.
2A QUESTION #2A
When Jesus predicted the destruction of the second
temple in the New Testament, He referred to the way God’s
prophets were treated.
Let’s read Matthew 23:37, 38 together:
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets
and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted
to gather your children together, -cont.

as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were
not willing! See! Your house is left to you desolate.”

2B QUESTION #2B
This was true before the destruction of the first temple as
well. (2 Chronicles 36:15, 16; Nehemiah 9:26)
Let’s read those two passages:

“And the Lord God of their fathers sent warnings to them by
His messengers, rising up early and sending them, -cont.

because He had compassion on His people and on His
dwelling place. But they mocked the messengers of God,
-cont.
despised His words, and scoﬀed at His prophets, until the
wrath of the Lord arose against His people, till there was
no remedy.” 2 Chronicles 36:15, 16
“Nevertheless they were disobedient and rebelled against
You, cast Your law behind their backs and killed Your
prophets, -cont.

who testified against them to turn them to Yourself; and
they worked great provocations.” Nehemiah 9:26
2C QUESTION #2C
What does this tell us about us about how God deals with
His people? (Amos 3:7; 2 Peter 3:9; Ezekiel 33:11)
We read in those verses:
“Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveals His
secret to His servants the prophets.” (Amos 3:7)

“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some
count slackness, but is longsuﬀering toward us, not willing
that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9)
“Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says the Lord God, ‘I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked
turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways!
For why should you die, O house of Israel?’” (Ezekiel
33:11)
ANSWER #2C
God is long-suﬀering (patient), and He keeps us wellinformed because His greatest desire is not destruction,
but that we will repent and come back to Him.
It was not the Lord’s intent to punish His people. He chose
them to be His special messengers to the world. For many
years, God bestowed His watch care and protection upon
them—working miracle after miracle on their behalf. Yet
they repaid His blessings with the fruits of rebellion. Left
with little choice, God brought judgment against His
people on multiple occasions in the hope that they would
repent so that He could restore them to right standing with
Him.
One of these severe judgments against Jerusalem is
recorded in Daniel 1 and predicted in Isaiah 39:7 and 2
Kings 20:18. Nearly 100 years before the event took place,
the Lord, speaking through Isaiah, informed King Hezekiah
that Babylon would destroy the city and take his sons
captive. As prophesied, Babylon sacked Jerusalem and
took the nation into captivity.
However, in His infinite mercy and compassion, God
declared that this captivity would not last forever.
According to the prophet Jeremiah, the Jews would remain
captive in Israel for 70 years. Then they were to return
home to rebuild the city and the temple—but this time,
they would be on probation.

3A Let’s look at Question #3 in order to discover how long the
Jews were given to clear up the mess and usher in the
Messiah’s coming. There are two parts to this question.
QUESTION #3A
Daniel’s city and people were to enjoy a period of
probation after coming back from Babylonian captivity.
How long was that probationary period supposed to last?
Let’s read Daniel 9:24:
“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for
your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end
of sins, -cont.

to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting
righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to
anoint the Most Holy.”
Remember that Daniel was a Jew. So “his people” was a
reference to the captives from Jerusalem who were now
residing in Babylon. Jeremiah had prophesied that they
would be captive for 70 years in Babylon.
By the way, Scripture says that a lifetime is “threescore
and ten.” A score is 20 years, so a lifetime in the Bible is
70 years. In essence, God had punished His people for a
lifetime. This means He allowed one generation to pass
away—similarly to what they had experienced years before
when they had to wander the wilderness for 40 years and
only their children were allowed to enter the Promised
Land.
The 70 years of Babylonian captivity were coming to an
end. And Daniel was likely wondering what would happen
next. The angel Gabriel told him in Daniel 9 that they would
be given 70 weeks to straighten things out. But that’s odd,
isn’t it? I mean, God punishes them for 70 years, but then
can provide only 70 weeks of mercy after the punishment?
And if we look at history, nothing significant occurred
exactly 70 weeks after the captives’ return to Jerusalem.
ANSWER #3A
Probation would last 70 weeks, which is 490 days.
Is there more to this story and to understanding this time
prophecy? Indeed there is. Let’s look at the second part of
Question #3:

3B QUESTION #3B
Given the principle we learned in Ezekiel 4:6 and Numbers
14:34, which literal period of time does that represent?
Let’s read Ezekiel 4:6:
“And when you have completed them, lie again on your
right side; then you shall bear the iniquity of the house of
Judah forty days. I have laid on you a day for each year.”
Notice how God instructed Ezekiel to physically
demonstrate the upcoming punishment for 40 days, while
the actual punishment lasted 40 years. There’s a biblical
principle taught here—simply put, in Bible time prophecy,
God often uses a day to symbolize a year. Let’s see how
that works in Numbers 14:34:

“According to the number of the days in which you spied
out the land, forty days, for each day you shall bear your
guilt one year, namely forty years, and you shall know My
rejection.”
In this story, the children of Israel had arrived at the
Promised Land but lacked the faith to go in despite the
repeated, miraculous signs that God had given them to
show that He would bring them victory. Because of their
rebellion, the Lord prescribed 40 years of desert wandering
—one year for each day the spies were in the land of
Canaan. Again, we see the day-for-year principle applied.
ANSWER #3B
Applying the principle that days are often used to
represent years, this period of time translates to 490 years.
Our Christian forefathers throughout the ages have
correctly applied this same principle to the 70-week
prophecy of Daniel 9. When we take 70 weeks and convert
it to days, we end up with 490 days. Applying the day-foryear principle to 490 days produces 490 literal years. So it
wasn’t 70 weeks that God in His mercy granted the Jews
after their release from Babylon, but rather 490 years.
4 QUESTION #4 asks:
What was the starting point for the 70-week prophecy?
Daniel 9:25 helps us understand:
“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth
of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until
Messiah the Prince, -cont.

there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street
shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome
times.”
ANSWER #4
It began with the command to restore and rebuild
Jerusalem. Artaxerxes issued that decree in 457 BC.
According to Daniel 9:25, the starting date can be
pinpointed to when the command to restore and rebuild
Jerusalem was given. You can read the decree of
Artaxerxes in Ezra chapter 7.
Beginning in 457 BC, we count 490 years which brings us
to AD 34. “But wait,” you might say, “shouldn’t that bring
us to AD 33?”
Good catch. Actually, when we cross from BC to AD, there
is no year zero—1 BC is followed by AD 1. This results in
the 490 years ending in AD 34.
Does the Bible indicate that anything significant happened
in AD 34? It sure does. Let’s go to question #5.
5 QUESTION #5
Which event signaled the close of the 490-year
probationary period in AD 34?
Let’s read the story in Acts 7:57-60:
“Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears,
and ran at him with one accord; and they cast him out of
the city and stoned him. -cont.
And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a
young man named Saul. And they stoned Stephen as he
was calling on God and saying, -cont.

‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and
cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not charge them with
this sin.’ And when he had said this, he fell asleep.”
Counting forward 490 years from 457 BC takes us right to
the story of the stoning of Stephen. Stephen had just
indicted the Jewish nation through what theologians refer
to as a Covenant Lawsuit. This lawsuit involved reviewing
the long history of God’s goodness to Israel and appealing
to them that they had been as rebellious as their fathers
had been before them. And worse than killing the
prophets, they were guilty of killing Jesus.
At this point, those who heard him picked up stones and
stoned him to death. This final act of rebellion brought an
end to the 70-week prophecy of Daniel 9 and to Israel and
Jerusalem as a chosen nation. Now, Jesus—working with
the remnant of the disciples and the few believers—would
establish the New Testament church and the priesthood of
all believers.
ANSWER #5
After Stephen had reviewed the long history of God’s
goodness to Israel, the religious leaders refused to listen
and stoned him to death. (Note: This is a repeat of the
oﬀense of killing God’s prophets, as had happened in the
past.)
6 QUESTION #6 says:
True or False: It is now possible for all followers of Christ
to consider themselves descendants of Abraham.
(Galatians 3:29; Acts 10:34, 35; Romans 10:12)
Let’s look at the references together.
“And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and
heirs according to the promise.” (Galatians 3:29)

“Then Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘In truth I perceive
that God shows no partiality. But in every nation whoever
fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by
Him.’” (Acts 10:34, 35)
“For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the
same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon
Him.” (Romans 10:12)
ANSWER #6
True
It is clear in Scripture that it’s not just the Jews who can
receive the promise. All who accept Jesus Christ as their
personal Savior are spiritual Jews and descendants of
Abraham. When we ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives,
He changes us and adopts us into the family of Christ. As
brothers and sisters of Christ, we can enjoy the promise
made to Abraham about a city whose foundations were
laid by God.
7 QUESTION #7
Some modern books on prophecy teach that Daniel 9 is
primarily about a last-day antichrist who will desecrate a
rebuilt temple in the last days. -cont.
Whom does the text identify as the protagonist of the
prophecy, and who brought an end to the sacrificial
system? (Daniel 9:25-27; Matthew 27:51)
Let’s look up these verses for the answers:
“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth
of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until
Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixtytwo weeks; the street shall be built again, -cont.
and the wall, even in troublesome times. And after the
sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut oﬀ, but not for
Himself; and the people of the prince who is to come shall
destroy the city and the sanctuary. -cont.

The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the
war desolations are determined. Then he shall confirm a
covenant with many for one week; but in the middle of the
week He shall bring -cont.
an end to sacrifice and oﬀering. And on the wing of
abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even until
the consummation, which is determined, is poured out on
the desolate.” (Daniel 9:25-27)
“Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from
top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were
split.” (Matthew 27:51)
ANSWER #7
The subject of the prophecy is Messiah the Prince. The
sacrificial system came to a dramatic end when Christ died
on the cross—God Himself tore the temple veil in two!
No longer did the blood of bulls and goats need to be shed
for the taking away of sins (Hebrews 10:4), for the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world had given His life
(Revelation 13:8).
8 QUESTION #8
There is a parallel structure in Daniel 9:26, 27. Verse 26
describes Jesus being “cut oﬀ” for others, followed by
someone who would come and destroy the city and
sanctuary. -cont.
Verse 27 repeats the same information, with diﬀerent
details: Jesus would “bring an end to sacrifice and
oﬀering” in the middle of the 70th week, -cont.

followed by one who would make the temple “desolate.”
Was Daniel right? Did someone come after the crucifixion
to destroy the temple?
ANSWER #8
Yes, indeed. The Roman general Titus destroyed the
second temple in AD 70. It has never been rebuilt.
In this study, we have seen that the abomination of
desolation was a direct result of the rebellion of God’s
people. The Lord left their temples desolate because they
refused to heed His call. Their rebellion was so great that
they even turned their backs on the Son of God Himself,
crucifying Him like a criminal. Even though they had been
given plenty of chances, and had even received a
prophecy indicating exactly when He would come to earth,
they were unable to recognize the Messiah when He came.
How is it with us? Would we recognize Jesus if He were to
appear today? Well, I hope so, because He’s coming back
again soon—sooner than most people realize!
Stick with us as we continue looking into when and how
Jesus will return.
Let’s pray together. (PRAYER)
Next time, we’ll discover five things we can know for sure
about the Second Coming of Christ! God bless and see
you soon.
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