Every host site for The Appearing will receive
Shawn Boonstra’s video content on DVD
approximately two weeks prior to the national
start date. This will be sent to the same address
as the Event Kit. Please contact us
if you need it shipped to a different address.
Questions? Call us at 1-888-744-1958.

WELCOME!
We are thrilled that you have chosen to join hundreds of your sister churches
across North America as a host site for The Appearing. This five-night seedsowing event promises to be an exceptional opportunity to introduce the Bible
truth about the Second Coming to interests in your community.
Over the past three years, over 1,000 Adventist churches in the United States
and Canada have joined together to share Shadow Empire and A Pale Horse
Rides with people in their communities. And the results have been exceptional:
tens of thousands of guests walked through church doors, many for the first time.
And thousands of them stayed to join follow-up Bible studies. Because of this
success, we are excited to share the latest project from the
Voice of Prophecy: The Appearing.
I first shared The Appearing by satellite nearly 15 years ago, and the response
was amazing. But this is a brand-new program, using a captivating documentary
format that meets the high standards modern audiences expect. And it’s
designed as a direct-to-church event, so you can invite people from your
community to church for an event that they’re sure to enjoy.
For The Appearing, you are going to become a Voice of Prophecy
speaker! I mean, I don’t live in your town, so what’s the point of people meeting
me? They need to meet you. It’s your ministry that should be featured. That’s why
you’ll be leading the guided discussion after each video presentation. I’m going
to introduce the audience to you, so they can hear from you and connect with
your congregation. I want you to be the one the audience looks to for more.
This is going to be easy: five meetings, plug-and-play discussions, and an
invitation to join a Bible study. It really is that simple.
We are eager to help you host an effective event, and this Event Manual will
help you do just that. In these pages, you’ll find an outline of each evening’s
schedule, ideas and resources for promoting this event in your local area, and
suggestions for activities to follow up the event.
As you and I work together to make The Appearing happen, please pray with us
that God will bless our combined efforts as we follow His leading, and that this
experience will result in an abundant harvest for the Kingdom of God.

Shawn Boonstra
Speaker/Director
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© 2018 Voice of Prophecy. All rights reserved.
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QUICK START GUIDE | Five Tips to Effectively Host The Appearing
Are you ready to host The Appearing in your church? Since we know you’re
short on time, we want to help you get a jumpstart on your planning by
providing you with five quick tips to ensure you get the most out of the event.
•Start with a pre-event series
We strongly recommend putting effort into preparing a pre-event for The
Appearing.A pre-event can really build excitement and momentum to keep
moving forward to the next series. Shadow Empire and A Pale Horse Rides were
extremely successful at getting and keeping guests, and they have proven to be
extremely effective in reaching new faces in your community. The pre-event also
helps to give a glimpse of what The Appearing has to offer, and will encourage
people to come back to your church.
•Provide a FREE book or resource
People love free stuff. Offer something of value as an incentive for people to
come to your event, and then be sure to include it in all of your advertising.
For this event, we suggest offering Pastor Boonstra’s new sharing book, The
Appearing.
•Utilize a multi-touch marketing strategy
The more places people see that your church is hosting The Appearing, the
more likely they are to remember it. That’s why we suggest combining a
customized mailer, online ads, outdoor banners and road signs to ensure your
community knows that you are hosting The Appearing.
•Encourage interaction
We recommend you utilize Bible study guides, presentation slides and presenter
notes to ensure your attendees are able to actively engage in conversation
following the video. The Bible study is the most important part of the series, so
make sure you are prepared for questions and discussion. You can find these
resources on the Host Church website, Appearing.org/Host.
•Invite your attendees back to your church
Keep the momentum moving forward by continuing to invite your attendees to
future events at your church. Use the email list you compiled from when they
filled out their registration card, or use your website registration list, and keep
them updated with what’s going on in your church.
Find all of the presenter resources at Appearing.org/Host
Leader’s materials:
•Pre-made slides
•Comprehensive scripts

•Informational videos
•Promo slides
•Pre-written press release •Radio spots
•Editable bulletin inserts •And more!

EVENT PHILOSOPHY: WHY THE APPEARING?
Since the beginning of recorded time, cultures across the globe have predicted
the end of our world. Today, popular movies and television shows depict a
sensationalized end of the world and apocalyptic events that are not even close
to biblically accurate. Ongoing wars rage across the world, and hurricanes,
tornadoes and floods rock the planet on a regular basis. People around the
globe and in your community are asking, “Are these the last days?”
And that means we are living in a ripe moment for our church to tell the story
we know. There couldn’t be a better time to talk about the hope of the Second
Coming with the people in your community.
Recently, self-proclaimed Christian numerologist David Meade predicted that the world
would end on a specific day in 2018. His theory gained front-page coverage on major
news outlets for several weeks, and caused an uptick in search engine searches for topics
like “apocalypse,” “Book of Revelation” and “end of the world.”
It is on people’s minds, and people are talking about it. It’s time for the Truth to
be heard.

The Appearing

Fundamentally, The Appearing is about the Second Coming and how to get
ready for it. This series is specifically designed to share what the Bible says about
the Second Coming—comparing it with some of the most popular end-time
theories today.
The Appearing has been intentionally designed to bring people from your
community through the doors of your church. This project helps to fill one of
the greatest needs we all feel: this deep need to share Jesus, and to find some
way to introduce people to our church—some method or some event that isn’t
awkward or uncomfortable.
That’s the reason for The Appearing. What we’ve done is take something really
interesting—a hot topic that is very relevant in our world today—and showcased
it from a user-friendly, biblical point of view.
The Appearing is a five-part experience, specifically designed to help your friends
become more interested in what you believe. It’s been designed for people
who are interested in learning what the Bible says about the Second Coming.
Our desire is to help you invite those people to your church. We will tease the
audience with Bible prophecy, and teach them just enough so they realize that
your church has something special to offer.
Most of all, we want to help you invite people into your church. This is a powerful
Get the latest resource information at Appearing.org/Host
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and interesting way to encourage your friends to visit your congregation and
just get to know you. There are no strings attached. We want this to be an
opportunity to bring people through the doors of your church in a way that isn’t
awkward or uncomfortable. It’s just really good material the church can be
proud of—stuff that starts a discussion.

Event Format
The Appearing has four teaching components:
•Video experience. Each session begins with a 30-minute video by Pastor
Boonstra, who will share timely truths about the Second Coming with your
guests, comparing what the Bible says with several of the most popular end-time
theories today. It will feature documentary-style footage with beautiful graphics,
resulting in a compelling learning experience.
•Local moderator. At the end of each video, Pastor Boonstra will turn the time
over to a local moderator who will lead your local audience through a short
follow-up Bible study. The study will both review the content they just heard, and
add a few questions to deepen their understanding. This will allow for more
personal interaction and stronger relationship-building, and quickly establish
your pastor or one of your elders as an authority on the subject.
•Follow-up class. During each session, Pastor Boonstra will promote a followup class that will meet weekly at your host site. It should begin the Sabbath
following the conclusion of the series. This might be a pastor’s class, another
Sabbath School class, individual Bible studies, a local evangelistic campaign, or
a home Bible study group.
•Book. Additionally, Pastor Boonstra has written a book on the topic, The
Appearing. This book takes a closer look at the ancient prophecies of the Bible
and pieces together a startling but undeniable picture of last-day events that
may come as a surprise to many readers. This all-new book will be released in
October 2018 and will arrive in time for you to use it as a giveaway item during
the series.

Partnering with Your Church

Millions of people listen to the Voice of Prophecy’s broadcasts and visit the
ministry’s websites, and tens of thousands of them respond by phone, mail or the
web. But our job isn’t done until this audience is integrated into the life of local
Seventh-day Adventist churches.
That is why we are so excited about The Appearing. One of our key purposes is
to invite the Voice of Prophecy audience and other members of the public into a
local Bible study that helps them get to know you and your church.
2
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Your church is the only place where people can participate in The Appearing,
and that’s very intentional. If we just put this program on ABC, NBC or the
History Channel, none of those viewers would ever meet you. So this is a directto-church event that the Voice of Prophecy will advertise—and your church
members just have to bring one or two people they know.
This is about coming together, encouraging people to come through the doors
of your church, and creating an environment where these “new faces” can build
relationships with your longtime members.
Our highest priority is your success. We want you to have fun, and we want it to
work. The materials on the website and in this event manual will help equip you
to handle the local Bible study components in a way that integrates seamlessly
with the video presentations.
Please review the materials in this event manual, and use whatever will help you
be more effective in your ministry.

Evangelistic Bridge Events

Before The Appearing, the Voice of Prophecy launched two previous short-run
evangelistic programs: Shadow Empire and A Pale Horse Rides. These bridge
events have proven the effectiveness of short, targeted outreach programs to
bridge people into ongoing Bible study.
This format works. These series, packaged as a video and guided discussion in
a short event over a weekend, are the type of low-friction investments that people
are willing to make.
The quality of the video and discussion guides often result in even higher
attendance after the first meeting. Across more than 1,000 host churches, there
were tens of thousands of guests, many coming through church doors for the first
time. And because this format works, we’re committed to producing similar short
series that you can use.
After these events, we crunched some numbers and found a few trends that
can help you be more effective with The Appearing in your area. We found that
churches that spent money on promotion saw 50% more guests than those
who didn’t. But surprisingly, churches who invested in a complete multi-touch
marketing campaign, including direct mail and online advertising, saw an
average of THREE TIMES as many guests as those who didn’t. When done
right, direct mail still works as the anchor of an effective evangelism marketing
campaign.
The whole point of a bridge event like this is to see your guests continue in
ongoing Bible study. At past events, guest surveys showed that hundreds of
people would have participated in a follow-up Bible study—except none
Get the latest resource information at Appearing.org/Host
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was offered at the church where they attended. Please, if you’re hosting The
Appearing, do something for a follow-up Bible study and promote it to your
guests.

Let’s Do This Together

Seventh-day Adventists have something incredibly valuable to add to the public
discussion about Christ’s return. The time has never been better. Together, let’s
share the truth that so many hearts are desperately seeking: that the end is near,
and that those in Christ have nothing to fear at The Appearing.

4
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THE APPEARING PROGRAM CONTENTS
Video Experience

The meeting begins with a video presentation by Pastor Boonstra, which was
filmed in a documentary style. In each video, Pastor Boonstra will introduce
viewers to some of the most popular theories about the Second Coming and
compare them with what the Bible says will happen.

Nightly Bible Study

At the end of Pastor Boonstra’s video presentation, he will invite your audience
to take out their printed lesson for the evening. This can either be handed to
participants as they arrive, or passed out at the start of the Bible study segment.
(You will be able to order these lessons from the event website.)
This Bible study is a critical component of the program for four important
reasons:
•We want your participants to do more than simply sit in a seat and watch a nice
video on a screen. We want them to connect with a local person—someone they
can look to for answers to questions about the Bible.
•We want them to open the Word of God for themselves and see what it says.
•The guided discussion helps to reinforce the key points of that night’s message.
•Many people simply have a kinesthetic learning style, and taking pen to paper
is the best way for them to learn.
The first few questions of each lesson cover the same ground that Pastor
Boonstra did—helping to reinforce the basic themes of that topic. The lessons
are laid out in such a way that it is easy for people to follow along and answer
the questions themselves. They can come away feeling like they have learned
something valuable and directly applicable to their lives.
The last few questions give you leeway to add your own comments. Make this
your Bible study, and go through the lessons in the way most comfortable for
you. Take this opportunity to lead your group into a deeper relationship with
Jesus Christ.
Most importantly, take the last question of each lesson very seriously. Take a
moment to invite your participants to make a decision for Jesus. For many, these
will be small incremental steps, but God is likely to lead someone to your church
who is ready to make a leap of faith. With your help, as the Spirit works through
you, they might unlock the doors they have used to barricade Jesus out of their
lives. Don’t miss that opportunity. Get to the heart of the matter, and use that last
question to invite people to make a deeper commitment to Christ.

Get the latest resource information at Appearing.org/Host
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Presentation Slides and Script

On The Appearing website, we are providing multimedia slides and presentation
notes for the local Bible study. These slides will make it easy for the local host
to keep the dynamic look of The Appearing throughout the session. The slides
mirror the content in the printed lessons. As you move through the questions,
advance the slides so that your participants not only hear the correct answers,
but see them as well.
These presentations can be found in the Event Resources section of the event
website, and are available in PowerPoint, Keynote and JPEG formats.
We have also provided a set of presenter notes to help guide you through each
lesson’s presentation. These files in the Event Resources section of the event
website can be printed out and used by the local host as a roadmap for the
Bible study, rather than using a blank lesson. These notes may also prove helpful
to the person controlling the slides of the presentation, so they will know when
they need to advance to the next slide.
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Session Content & Bible Study Notes
Here are highlights of each session’s topic:

Session 1: A Planet in Upheaval
The Signs are all around us. Ancient predictions and current world events begin
to collide as we look at the biblical signs that point to the Appearing.
Session 2: The Abomination of Desolation
Discover a stunning prophetic timeline in the Bible that predicted exactly when
and how Jesus’s ministry would begin–and how it revealed what the Bible calls
“the Abomination of Desolation.” See the validity of the Bible proven through
prophecies written hundreds of years before their fulfillment and watch as the
case for the Appearing grows.
Session 3: The Appearing
Uncover the five absolute certainties about the Appearing. Then walk through
the most popular theories of today and ancient Christianity to see if they hold up
against what the Bible actually tells us.
Session 4: Prophecy Interrupted
Take a deeper look at some of the most popular theories on the end times of our
world. Understand how these theories grew into popularity in recent decades and
see if they make sense in light of the Bible texts.
Session 5: The Battle of Armageddon
Ancient prophets predict a coming battle of Armageddon, a showdown between
good and evil. Can this final battle be contained in the Middle East, or will it
spread to engulf the entire world?

Follow-Up Class

As you conclude the final session, invite the audience to continue studying with
you. Be sure to have a prophecy class ready to begin on the Sabbath following
this series.
One of our critical goals for the whole project is to have the vast majority of your
participants coming back for ongoing Bible study—helping them integrate into
the life of your church. The moderator is the best person to assist that process
in your local church, so please, encourage your new friends to join you for
Bible study the following weekend, or whatever time you have selected for your
cultivation class.

Get the latest resource information at Appearing.org/Host
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RECOMMENDED EVENT SCHEDULE
Preferred Schedule

Session 1: Evening of Thursday, October 11
Session 2: Evening of Friday, October 12
Session 3: Morning of Sabbath, October 13, during the worship service
Session 4: Evening of Sabbath, October 13
Session 5: Evening of Sunday, October 14
We believe that this format is the most effective way to do this series, so that your
church can enjoy having guests on Sabbath morning. But if Sabbath morning is
just not possible at your church, then you can follow an alternate schedule.

Alternate Schedule 1

Session 1: Evening of Thursday, October 11
Session 2: Evening of Friday, October 12
Session 3: Evening of Sabbath, October 13
Session 4: Evening of Sunday, October 14
Session 5: Evening of Monday, October 15

Alternate Schedule 2

Session 1: Evening of Friday, October 12
Session 2: Evening of Sabbath, October 13
Session 3: Evening of Sunday, October 14
Session 4: Evening of Monday, October 15
Session 5: Evening of Tuesday, October 16

Program Flow

Each session will follow the same basic schedule, with minor variations in timing.
Here is a breakdown of specific program areas, using a start time of 7:00 p.m.
as an example.
7:00 Welcome, announcements and prayer.
7:05 Video experience: Pastor Boonstra shares the message for the session
(approximately 30 minutes).
At the end of the message, Pastor Boonstra will invite your audience to take
out their Bible study lesson and begin the study with their local moderator.
7:35 Local Bible study: Your local moderator will lead your audience through
the guided Bible study (approximately 30 minutes).
8:05 Promotion of the next session, closing prayer.
8:10 Refreshments and mingling.
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MEETING RESOURCES
Here are the key resources you’ll need to conduct a successful event at your
location:

Videos

Each session’s 30-minute video experience will feature Pastor Boonstra sharing
some aspect of the Second Coming.

Bible Study Guides

As Pastor Boonstra wraps up each video, he will invite your audience to pull
out their Bible study guides for that session, handing the program off to you.
Following Pastor Boonstra’s video, you or another leader from your church will
lead this guided Bible study.
The printed Bible study guides are available in packs of 20 for $19.95 per
pack, and may be ordered on the event website or by calling the event resource
hotline.

Bible Study Script and Graphics

To help you lead the guided discussion, a script and presentation graphics can
be downloaded for each session from the event website.
The scripts are available in three different formats: PDF (for Adobe Acrobat),
Microsoft Word and Apple Pages. The graphics are available in three formats:
PowerPoint, Keynote and JPEGs that may be imported into any other presentation
software.

The Appearing Book

We encourage you to offer Pastor Boonstra’s new book,
The Appearing, as a gift to guests who attend. This
book will be released in October 2018 with a retail
price of $2.99. However, to make this more financially
viable for our host sites to give away this book, we’re
offering bulk pricing as low as $1.49 per book.
This 160-page sharing book is a companion to the five
presentations—providing more depth for key topics.
This special bulk pricing is only available to registered
host sites.
The book may be ordered on the event website or by
calling the event resource hotline.

Get the latest resource information at Appearing.org/Host
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PROMOTION OF THE APPEARING
This section shares some specific tactics for promoting The Appearing, and points
you toward resources that can help your promotional efforts achieve maximum
effectiveness. But first, let’s pause for…

Prayer

Prayer is a vital foundation for effective evangelism marketing. To be effective,
every piece of this event must be surrounded by prayer.
“Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; unless the
Lord guards the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.” (Psalm 127:1)
Pray for your promotional efforts—that they will reach all those who need to hear
this message. While it can feel self-serving, we don’t promote because we want
to show off, or because we want to look good or even to get a crowd to hear
us preach. We promote only as the Spirit leads us, and only in ways that honor
God, which will only happen when the entire process is bathed in prayer.
So, pray at the beginning, pray in the middle, pray at the end, and everywhere in
between. May this entire experience magnify Jesus Christ and honor the name of
God.

Personal Invitation

By far, the single most effective tactic for getting people through the doors of your
church is a personal invitation. Nothing else even comes close. The Appearing
offers a unique opportunity for members to invite friends and family to a nonthreatening experience that won’t embarrass church members.
In order to assist your members with their personal invitations, the Voice of
Prophecy is offering free bulletin inserts, and SermonView—the marketing team
behind the promotional resources—is offering customizable invitation cards and
social media options.
You can also increase the number of personal invitations by investing in
promotional marketing. For example, when a community member receives a
postcard in the mail for the event, this becomes an easy piece they can use
to invite a neighbor: “Hey, Jim, I just got this in the mail. Did you see it? The
Appearing is actually being hosted at my church, and I’m planning to go. Why
don’t you come with me? I’ll give you a ride.”
And even if they haven’t seen any of the advertising, the event gains credibility when you
refer to it: “I saw an ad in the paper for this event, and was wondering if you’d like to
attend with me.” Advertising and other promotional activities all support the primary, proven
tactic for getting people into your church: the personal invitation.
10
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Prayer List

We have developed a simple handout that you can use to encourage members
to pray for and invite specific people to The Appearing. This “Personal Prayer
List” may be ordered at no cost from the event website. You might want to use it
as a bulletin stuffer 3-4 weeks prior to the event. Spend a few minutes during a
church service having everyone fill out their “Personal Prayer List,” followed by a
prayer specifically for these lists and for the event.

Social Media Invitations

The Voice of Prophecy has developed a quiz and trailer video that encourages
curiosity and excitement from your community. These tools will be available for
your members to use to invite people through social media channels, such as
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn and more. The easiest way to invite your
members to spread the word is through a dedicated website registration site
(available in promotional bundles or as a standalone purchase).

Multi-Touch Promotion

After personal invitation, multi-touch promotion is the best way to engage
your community and maximize the effectiveness of your budget. Multi-touch
promotion is the art of gaining awareness of interests through multiple
advertising channels. Direct mail, online promotion and outdoor signs can
work together to build more excitement and encourage more attendance rather
than spending all of your resources in one area. To learn more about your
promotional options, read the “Promoting in Your Local Community” section
below.

National Promotion by the Voice of Prophecy

In order to encourage the highest response throughout North America, the Voice
of Prophecy is investing substantial resources into promoting The Appearing.
These resources alone will help drive new faces through your doors, but blended
with local promotion, this focused exposure can help your church see community
participation at levels many churches haven’t seen in decades.
Here are some of the ways in which the Voice of Prophecy is promoting The
Appearing:
Website
The event website, www.Appearing.org, offers a fascinating look at some of the
signs of the Appearing that are happening in our world today. It includes a quiz
about the signs of the Appearing—a fun tool people can share with their friends
to build interest in the event. Users can also learn more about the The Appearing
event and find a location that is hosting an event near them. All of our national
promotional efforts are directing people to visit this website, and it is central to
our communication strategy.

Get the latest resource information at Appearing.org/Host

11

Radio Broadcast
The Voice of Prophecy’s radio broadcasts—such as the weekly Disclosure
program—have a vast reach. During the weeks leading up to the event, Pastor
Boonstra will be promoting The Appearing—encouraging listeners to find a
location near them.
Friend-to-Friend Social Media Campaign
We have designed the event website at www.Appearing.org to
be intriguing and interactive—something people will naturally
want to tell their friends about. We’ve even built a “Tell a
Friend” feature right into the website, offering social media
integration with Facebook, Twitter, Google+ and LinkedIn.
Website Banner Ads
The Voice of Prophecy is heavily promoting The Appearing online—placing
banner ads on our many websites that receive heavy non-Adventist traffic. The
ministry is running search engine marketing ads, as well as content-based
advertising that frequently appears on a variety of other sites. Ads will also
appear on Google, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube, four of the most-visited
websites in North America today.
The Appearing is a perfect bridging event for those in your community who may
be considered inactive or “missing members.” As such, we are also running
banner ads on major Seventh-day Adventist sites, such as the Adventist Review,
because research shows that many inactive members continue to read Adventist
publications online.
Print Advertising
The Voice of Prophecy has purchased full-page ads in a number of Adventist
publications that are frequently read by inactive members, such as Adventist
World and union papers.
Equipping Resources
And finally, a huge part of our promotional efforts has involved getting resources
into the hands of local church leaders. As you’ll see below, we’ve invested
considerable energy into creating flexible tools that will help you be more
effective in your community. The joint efforts of you and your sister churches will
inevitably overshadow what the Voice of Prophecy could do on its own!
Free Book Offer
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We encourage you to offer a free gift to attendees who
come, and we recommend Pastor Boonstra’s latest book,
The Appearing, for this purpose. We will be promoting
this book on the Voice of Prophecy’s broadcasts for
several weeks prior to October 11, and telling viewers
that the only way to get this book is to attend The
Appearing at participating locations. The online location
listing will note which sites will offer this book, which sites
will offer some other gift, and which won’t offer any gift
at all. Most sites are participating in this promotion by
offering Pastor Boonstra’s book.
The Appearing book will be released in October 2018
with a retail price of $2.99. However, in order to make it more financially viable
for our host sites to give this book away, we’re offering bulk pricing as low as
$1.49 per book. This 160-page sharing book is a companion to the three
presentations, and it will provide more details for key topics. This special bulk
pricing is only available to registered host sites during this event.
Learn more about the The Appearing book in the Resources section of the event
website.

Promoting in Your Local Community

The Voice of Prophecy’s national campaign is a great foundation for your own
promotional activities, but it is only that—a foundation. Local promotion is
always more effective than national or regional promotion, because most people
live, think and act locally.
This section shares some tools you should use in promoting The Appearing in
your own local community.
Partnership with SermonView Evangelism Marketing
We’ve partnered with SermonView Evangelism Marketing,
a group of groundbreaking professionals who have proven
effective at getting more people through the doors of
your church. This is a team using breakthrough marketing
methods to bring in the types of audiences our church used
to get years ago. They got amazing results for churches
participating in Shadow Empire and A Pale Horse Rides—
and we’ve asked them again to help you make a big
splash in your community.
Each of the resources below are available online at Appearing.org/Order, by
order form or by calling The Appearing resource hotline.

Get the latest resource information at Appearing.org/Host
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Direct Mail
SermonView has created a powerful, effective jumbo
postcard specifically for this series. This mailer is designed
for the general public and addresses concerns about world
events today and the Second Coming with key phrases on
both the front and back.
Every mail piece developed by SermonView follows their
proven 16-point formula for maximizing attendance.
We are confident that you are going to get results with
this postcard for The Appearing, and we encourage you to consider taking
advantage of this proven promotional strategy by doing a targeted mailing to
your community.
Invitation Cards
Because your best response comes from personal invitation, SermonView is
offering a pocket-sized 4”x 6” invitation card. Completely personalized with your
specific event information, these invitation cards are a tool your members can
use to invite friends and family to join them for The Appearing.
Banners
Let your town know that you are hosting The
Appearing with full-color outdoor banners,
customized with your start time and registration
information. Put this up three weeks before the
meeting to begin building awareness for the event.
Banners have been shown to increase the response
rates of your other resources, such as direct mail
and invitations.
A banner outside your church is also important for helping guests know they are
at the right location on opening night.
Road Signs
Road signs are a proven way to increase the response of people who receive
mailers or personal invitations. Recipients will see the signs before and after
they receive their invitation—increasing the validity of this event and adding
awareness to your community. SermonView is offering full-color, double-sided
24” x 18” signs that match the look and feel of The Appearing.
Promotional Bundles
Although direct mail is the anchor of an effective evangelism marketing
campaign, we know that a multi-touch approach will improve your response
rates.
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That’s why SermonView is also offering three different packages of promotional
materials customized with your event information. Each package offers
substantial savings—up to 30%—and free shipping through August 15. These
bundles combine all of the most effective resources and offer the simplest way to
give your church the tools it needs to reach your community.
Guest Pre-Registration System
As a registered host site for The Appearing, you will automatically be included
in the online site locator at www.Appearing.org. However, if you are purchasing
customized promotional resources, we recommend that you upgrade to the
web and phone pre-registration system (available in any of our money-saving
bundles). This add-on turns a simple page with event location into a guest
reservation system. Your page will allow guests to reserve seats at your specific
location and receive event reminders leading up to opening night. You’ll also
receive a matching toll-free number, managed by SermonView, so guests have
registration options.
This system also has a social media sharing feature that integrates with all
major social media platforms, allowing your members to invite people through
their social networks and email—sending their connections directly to your
personalized website page.
Social Media Marketing
It’s no secret that digital media marketing has become a vital piece in most
marketing campaigns. A huge portion of our world today spends significant
amounts of time on social media, which is why targeted ads on Facebook and
YouTube have such high conversion rates.
Effective social media marketing has two channels, that when used in concert
create a powerful promotional program:
•Utilize personal networks: Social media is designed around people’s
personal networks. Your church members can reach thousands of people
by simply inviting them to watch the trailer, take the quiz or just attend The
Appearing. The easiest way to create an effective social invitation is to use
SermonView’s website registration platform. There, your members can quickly
submit a preformatted invitation on Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+ and Twitter.
They can also email an invitation to their friends for free.
•Targeted ads: There are people in your community who are not connected
to your members’ networks. This is where targeted advertising comes in.
SermonView has proven the effectiveness of adding social media to any
campaign. They’ll set up targeted online ads utilizing the quiz and the video as
content to help your community discover The Appearing. These ads will send
them to our proven registration page and invite them to come to your church.
Each $500 Facebook campaign reaches an average of 10,000 local viewers
Get the latest resource information at Appearing.org/Host
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and drives approximately 300 people to your website.
FREE Bulletin Inserts
Just because they are called “bulletin inserts” doesn’t
mean their use is limited to bulletins. These half-page
promotional leaflets can be used in a variety of other
ways. Members can hand them out to friends, and
business owners can leave a stack of them on their front
counter. Use your imagination and distribute them to get
the word out in your community.
Bulletin inserts are pre-printed with the recommended date schedule and generic
website landing page—where they will search for your location by zip code.
The Appearing bulletin inserts are FREE to host churches and come in packs of
100. The bulletin insert may also be downloaded from the event website and
printed locally.
Order online at the event website, or by phone at the resource hotline. Shipping
is free when ordered with other resources.
Press Release
A press release is a standard format used to get the attention of news
organizations. Most of these organizations receive hundreds, if not thousands,
of press releases every day, but you have a great chance of cutting through the
clutter if you take a very local angle.
You’ll find a press release template on the host resource website, in the
download section. Just fill in your local details, and submit it to your local blogs,
websites (especially those with event listings), newspapers and radio stations. You
may be surprised at the response.
If you are in a media market with other host sites, we strongly urge you to
coordinate your communication efforts, especially with press releases. If a news
outlet receives five press releases from five different churches, all using the
same template, it is very likely that all five will get tossed. News networks want
interesting local stories, and it’s better to send one press release with all the
locations listed if you want to pique the reporter’s interest. You can find the host
churches near you by going to www.Appearing.org and typing in your zip code.
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Promoting to Your Congregation

For The Appearing to be most effective, your entire church body needs to be on
the same page. Here are some tactics to promote this outreach experience to
your congregation.
Personal Prayer List
We have developed a simple handout that you can use to encourage members
to pray for and invite specific people to The Appearing. This “Personal Prayer
List” may be ordered at no cost from the event website. You might want to use it
as a bulletin stuffer 3-4 weeks prior to the event. Spend a few minutes during the
service having everyone fill out their prayer lists, followed by a prayer specifically
for these lists and for the event.
Using this tool early in the process will help establish prayer as a foundation for
the event, and clearly position The Appearing as an outreach activity.
Promo Video
There is a trailer for The Appearing available on the Preview DVD, found in the
Event Kit, and it may also be downloaded from the event website.
In addition, Pastor Boonstra has created a video specifically to share with
your congregation, also found on the Preview DVD and the event website.
The total length is approximately three minutes. Consider showing this during
announcement time on the three Sabbaths prior to the event.
Bulletin Announcements
We have created weekly bulletin announcements you can use in the six weeks
prior to the event, plus another four weeks afterward for follow-up activities.
Simply copy and paste them into your bulletin. These are available in three
different formats: PDF (for Adobe Acrobat), Microsoft Word and Apple Pages.
These may be downloaded from the event website.
Announcement Slides
Multimedia graphics featuring the The Appearing artwork are available in three
formats: PowerPoint, Keynote and JPEGs that may be imported into any other
presentation software. The first slide is a general announcement. The second
slide is ready for you to add your church’s information and tell the congregation
what they need to know about the event.

Get the latest resource information at Appearing.org/Host
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HOSTING A PRE-EVENT
SERIES:
SHADOW EMPIRE OR A PALE
HORSE RIDES
Many churches have shared an interest in promoting a
pre-event series as a way to build interest for The
Appearing. We encourage you to host one of the Voice
of Prophecy’s events—Shadow Empire or A Pale Horse Rides.
These short-run events are the perfect way to engage your community and build
momentum toward opening night for The Appearing.

Why host a pre-event?

•The award-winning Shadow Empire and A Pale Horse Rides series have been
well received across the nation. Their messages are relevant and timely in our
current political and world climate.
•Shadow Empire and A Pale Horse Rides can create powerful momentum in your
community and in your church leading up to The Appearing.
•By offering two short series in a row, you create a pattern that will increase the
number of people who return for your post-event studies.

Promoting Shadow Empire or A Pale Horse Rides

SermonView will offer a suite of promotional resources to help you engage
with the community for your pre-event. For $500, churches can receive a Basic
Promotional Bundle that will offer the same effective collection of resources
offered for the nationwide event.
A Church Campaign Edition, for $95, will get you the campaign DVDs, leader
tools and additional promotional resources that you can print in-house. All
pre-event resources are available on the blue order form in your registration
packet.
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ABOUT DISCOVERY CENTERS
For far too long, there has been an unspoken
assumption that church members exist to support
ministries. We’re not convinced. In fact, we believe the Voice of Prophecy exists to
support church members in their ministry. We believe we’re here to help you—so
much so that we’ve decided to franchise the ministry to you, the local church.
We’re not merely looking to have churches represent the ministry; we’re looking
for congregations to be the Voice of Prophecy.
Here’s what it all boils down to: a plan to provide your church with everything
you need to live out the entire evangelistic cycle in a cohesive, branded, wellresourced, plug-and-play fashion. Your church, in essence, will become a
franchise of the Voice of Prophecy. You will become the local office of this
international ministry.
We call this franchise or local office a “Discovery Center.” That’s a church that
has decided to partner with the Voice of Prophecy to win souls for Christ. As a
Discovery Center, your church will have the opportunity to receive state-of-the-art
resources that we are preparing daily. In fact, Discovery Centers will have access
to all of our tools and resources, which will assist you in establishing friendships
in the community and, in turn, result in growing your church.
You can read more about Discovery Centers at DiscoveryCenters.com.

Get the latest resource information at Appearing.org/Host
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EVENT CHECKLIST
Pray for God’s leading throughout this experience (now)
Lock in dates on your church calendar (now)
Select and order your free gift for attendees
Order promotional resources from SermonView (by August 15 for free shipping)
Plan your follow-up Bible study (must be ready to announce by opening night)
Begin running weekly bulletin announcements (August 31)
Begin playing the announcement video each Sabbath (September 14)
Put out banners and road signs, and give invitation cards to members (September 20)
Invite members to use social media invitations and email invites using “Tell-A-Friend” on website
(requires pre-registration package) (September 20)
Contact the post office regarding your mailing
(this helps increase the chances they’ll deliver them on the correct dates) (October 4)
Download your list of pre-registered attendees
(requires event pre-registration package) (October 9)
Test technology for nightly videos (before your event)
Pray for God’s blessing
Welcome your guests!
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